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PEAKS   AND   LAMAS

conceived as a single episode in Time, affecting a basically
fixed individuality, and finally determining the future status

of the being concerned.
It is viewed as a
connected series of
changes, a continual
passage from one state
into the next, without
a single one of the
participating elements
remaining exempt from
modification. Man is
but one of an indefinite
number of states of
Being. His earthly life
is but one episode
among many others.
No special importance
distinguishes the
human state from the
others, though it is
legitimate to treat it
as a mean from man's
own point of view, see-
ing that he is located
therein by definition and cannot escape viewing all other beings
in relation to it. Therefore it is just for us, and for us only, to
call any other being which, compared to Man, is less limited in
its possibilities " superior," just as the converse holds good for
64 inferior " beings which, in comparison with Man, are hedged
in by narrower limitations. Thus a passing into one of the
former or higher states may also be called an ascendant
movement, while the exchanging of the human state for
one of the lower degrees can be described as an obscuration
or fall.

The agent which keeps the Round moving, and rings the
changes between various states of Existence, is the force of
Action. Its well-known Indian name of Karman means
nothing else; it is wrong to translate it as Law of Cause and
Effect, or Fate, though the two notions are closely connected.
It is the play of complex activities which introduces the inces-
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